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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the amendment filed on Feb 9, 2006, the amendments to claims 

1, 7, 13 and 27 have been entered as requested. 

New claims 37-40 have been entered as requested. 
Claims 30, 33 and 36 have been cancelled as requested 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sawyer et al. (US 60581 15) in view of St-Pierre et al. (US 5901 352), hereinafter 
referred to as St-Pierre. 

Claim 1, 7, 13, 27 Sawyer discloses a central controller configured to establish a 
communication session between a first object (element 32 in fig 2) and* a second object 
(element 38 in fig 2), where the first object employs a first communication protocol used 
in establishing a communication session with the central controller (Col 4 lines 10-20), 
and the first object has a first adapter configured to translate between another 
communication protocol that is native to the first object and the first communication 
protocol (Col 4 lines 46-51 ). 
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Sawyer discloses the second object having a second adapter, where the second 
object employs a second communication protocol that is not compatible with another 
communication protocol (Col 4 lines 10-20). 

Sawyer discloses the central controller including a protocol coordination 
mechanism that compares attributes of different protocols supported by the first adapter 
and the second adapter when establishing the communication session between the first 
object and the second object (Col 7 lines 11-15 and element 114 in fig 4). 

Sawyer discloses the first object being one of a mobile telephone network, a 
wire-based telecommunication network, a cable television network, an Ethernet, or an 
electrical distribution network (Col 3 lines 23-34 and Col 4 lines 10-20). 

Sawyer discloses when an exactly overlapping language is not available, the 
protocol coordination mechanism identifying protocol that are within a vocabulary of the 
first object and the second object by analyzing which types of communication are 
allowed in the first object and the second object (Col 7 lines 1 1-25) and how traffic of 
the communication session is to be routed through the first object and the second 
object, and selects a protocol that minimizes a translation burden to a router based on a 
result of the analyzing (Col 7 lines 1 6-35). 

Sawyer does not specifically disclose the central controller including a database 
having a list of subscribers with associated calling numbers, where the database 
hosting information associated with the calling numbers for different objects to the which 
the subscribers belong (see database Col 4 lines 21-27). 
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St-Pierre discloses the central controller including a database having a list of 
subscribers with associated calling numbers, where the database hosting information 
associated with the calling numbers for different objects to the which the subscribers 
belong (Col 16 lines15-44 and Col 11 lines1-28). 

Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the gateway as disclosed by Sawyer with the 
subscription and service list/database disclosed by St. Pierre. The motivation for this 
modification is to provide management of multiple networks and services in a more 
efficient manner (Col 2 lines 20-23). 

Claim 2. 8, 14. 15. 18. 20,21. 22. 23. 24. 25, 26. 28. 29. 31. 32. 34. 35 Sawyer 
discloses a router being included in the central controller, the router (elements 40 and 
90 in fig 3) being configured to receive information form the first adapter and to 
coordinate the communication session between the first object and second object (Col 5 
lines 22-41 and Col 7 lines 5-35). 

Claim 3, 9 Sawyer discloses a router being included in the central controller, the 
router configured to provide an interface between the first adapter and the second 
adapter, wherein; 

The central controller is configured to access information in the database 
regarding services to be invoked when establishing the communication session 
between the first object and the second object and sending from the router control 
signals to at least one of the first adapter and the second adapter so as to establish a 
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protocol to be employed by the first adapter and the second adapter when 
communicating during the communication session Col 7 lines 11-35. 
Claim 4, 10 Sawyer discloses entries in the list of subscribers in the database being 
changed when the central controller is notified of a subscriber moving from one object 
affiliation to another (Col 4 lines 10-27 and Col 6 lines 58-64). 

Sawyer discloses new information associated with a movement of a subscriber, 
is used to establish a communication session at a present object associated with the 
subscriber such that a change in calling numbers by the first object is not required in 
order to establish the communication session with the subscriber (Col 6 line 58-63 and 
Col 7 lines 15-25). Sawyer discloses the protocol being reconfigurable where a change 
in the secondary protocols does not affect the protocol highest on the list, thus there is 
no need for a change in numbers. 

Claim 5, 6, 11. 12. 17 Sawyer does not disclose associating one calling number for 
a subscriber with a net number and another number at which the subscriber is available. 

St-Pierre discloses a number of different numbers being assigned to each 
subscriber, where the different numbers represent different specifications (net and 
availability (Col 16 lines15-44 and Col 11 lines1-28 Col 8 lines 16-33). 

Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the gateway as disclosed by Sawyer with the 
subscription and service list/database disclosed by St. Pierre. The motivation for this 
modification is to provide management of multiple networks and services in a more 
efficient manner (Col 2 lines 20-23). 



Application/Control Number: 09/806,484 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2616 

Claim 19 Sawyer does not specifically disclose establishing a profile for a 
connection for a communication session. 

St-Pierre discloses maintaining a subscriber profile (Col 7 lines 66-Col 8 line 14). 
Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the gateway as disclosed by Sawyer with the subscription and 
service list/database disclosed by St. Pierre. The motivation for this modification is to 
provide management of multiple networks and services in a more efficient manner (Col 
2 lines 20-23). 

Claim 37, 38, 39 and 40 Sawyer discloses the types of communication including an 
asynchronous communication, synchronous communication and a predetermined 
gradations of data rate (Col 3 lines 35-57) and Col 4 lines 21-28). 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on Sept 9, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

(a) The applicant argued that the cited art does not disclose the applicants claimed, 
"identifying protocols within a vocabulary... by analyzing how traffic of the 
communication session is to be routed through the first object and the second 
object... based on the result of analyzing." 

The examiner maintains that the same limitation has been addressed within the 
rejection of claim 1 wherein, Sawyer discloses comparing a protocol list from an 
originating subscriber and a terminating subscriber to find common acceptable 
protocols, where these common protocols are equivalent to protocols within a 
vocabulary of both subscriber units. Furthermore, when a common protocol is 
determined, Sawyer discloses routing information via this protocol, where priority is 
used in determining the protocol to be used (Col 7 lines 10-35). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(a) Melkild (US 6014440) discloses a protocol negotiation between an originating call 
handler and a terminating cal handler. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the • 
examiner should be directed to Christopher P. Grey whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3160. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (571 )272-3126. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Christopher Grey 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2616 




